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" There ig:almost no il
scope-mounted handgun
auto Mag.

MYRON
FASS

TALKS TO

~ LEE

JURRAS
ABOUT THE
PASSING OF
THE

|IAUTO MAG

| WAIT TILL YOU HEAR

WHAT'S COMING
NEXT!

The foifowing fext is an edited con
versation which took place over the fele-
phaone between publisher Myron Fass and
Les Jurras, shorily before publication of
this issug

Both Mr. Fazs antl Mr. Jurras are gon-
sidered top authorities in the handgun
field in general, but particulariy 8o in the
specitic Meld of the magnum.

The editing consisted of omitling ma-
terial of & personal nature, and certan
words making it possible fo have this mag-
azing printed! -

After aight years with the NYPD as Press
and Communily Relstions Consultant,
Myron Fass spesks with suthority on alf

aspects of police work,
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bullet fired from 30 yards al 8 m
‘boar. Penetration was over 74 inches!

Editor's Note; We are sorry that we can-
not complete this conversalion, but it
spems thal semehow, the recorder gol
turned ofi. We are nof tao disfurbed, Row-
ever. 85 we know the American public is
ysed fo missing time on lapes, some-
fimes as long as twenly minutes . ..
FASS: “Good Morning, Lee, how are
you, you old sonofa ***"?"

JURRAS: “Myron! Long time no hear,

you miserable®*** **** "t Whal's up,
ol' buddy?"”

FASS: “I'll tell you what's up, you
eamw SEEAES l!!?

JURRAS: “Wall, now that | know
you're still your oid sell, Myron, What
can | do for you?”

R EL]

FASS: "I heard that you're no longer
making the auto mag, but | just
couldn't believe it. | figured it was just
some fertilizer!” {not guite the
terminology used!)

JURRAS: "No, Myron, you heard cor-
rectly-—| am no longer making the
Aute Mag.™

FASS: "How come? | thought vou
were dolng quile well with them,
judging trom what you charged me for
that 31" barrel .44, | figure you were
mk!ﬂgamiﬂf@ yau EE TR o:snag!n
JURRAS: “Ne, Myron, nol really, it
just wasn't worth the time and affort
involved in producing such a quality

piece, even on a custom basis.”™
FASS: “What about ammo, Lee? Does
this mean there'll be a problem
getting Auto Mag ammo?"

JURRAS: “No, not really. The standard
A4 s, of course, available and the .44
AMP components will gtill be avail-
able in component parts for the
relpader from SUPER VEL and
others.”

FASS: "Good, Lae—I'm glad to hear
that. They're just too great & gun to
ieave on the shelf, a0 1o speak!”
JURARAS; "That's true, Myron; and I'm
really sorry that we had o stop them.

Without doubt, they were 50% more 31

e




R

i

TR AT

—

SR—————

S—

—————

TP P—

—_—

The mightiest of the mighty — the
magnificent Auto Mag!

scope — power
and accuracy!

The Auto Mag and a

is amengst the most
powerful, extramaly
acsturaia mmdguns in
the world,

This scoped Auto Mag

accurate than any revolver on ihe
market today!™ |

FASS:"What are your plans, now,
Lea?"

JURRAS: "I've been working on a
dynamite new gun, which really has
me excited!”

FASS: “A dynamite gun?"

JURRAS: “No, Myron, you ***1 The

principle is dynamite—not the gunl i}

will be a singie shot pistol of
enormous strsng’!h and capable of
axtreme accuracy.”

FASS: “What caliber, Lee?"
JURRAS: “That's really the exciting

42 part! I'm working up some really big

stuff; in 50 and 80 caliber sizet™
FASS: "Do you think there'll be a
market for such a handgun, outside of
a collector's interest sont of thing?”
JURRAS: “Definitely! There is an ever
growing demand upon the part of
handgunners for a more potent
caliber than the .44 for hunting, with
these new higgies, the handgun
huriter can tackle anything on earth
without fear of being under-gunned!”
FASS: "Sounds famtastic, Lee! What
about scopes for such a gun?”
JUARAS: “At the moment, that's a
prablem, but I'm waorking on it with
some of the beiter outfits, | believe

we'll have it licked by the time the
guns are ready.”

FASS: "Really sounds great, Lee. Tell
you what, send me one of sach caliber
as they come off, and we'll do a test
and give you some advertising. How's
that sound?”

JUQRAS:"Sounds great, Myron, but |,

FASS: "But, what, Lee?"

JURRAS: "But you'll still have to pay
for them, Myron!”

FASS: “Pay!”

JURRAS: “Yes, Myron, and | would
also appmciam a deposit of a coupls
hundered . ]
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Advantages of the Auto Mag
over the revolver include fast-
er repeat hits, greater velocity
and accuracy, and instant
changes to other calibers
and barrel lengths.

W Harry Sanford was hunting bear in
the 15605 with 3 .44 Magnum revalver
when he encouniered & heart-stapp-
ing maifunction. Whan attempling a
fash followup shot, he discoverad the
cylinder wouldn't rotate; the gun was
locked wp and inzapable of being
fired! A builet had “walked” forward
in its case to protrude from the face
of the cylinder and jam against the
frame to pravent rotation.

This is 2 potential problem inher-
ant in all revolver dasigns; with

Cent Lomont shooting ene of the first 44
AMP with 265 Hornady at T500 fies.
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Auto Mag concept was tested in 357
and .45 caliber uging the basic .44
casz. Many tesis were run o
determing the best bullet shape,
propeilant, actual iolerances requir-
ed for varicus parts, optimum mate-
riais required, heal treatment, smail
design changes, general debugging,
besl assembly and fitling proce-
dures, etc. This would be a very
difticult task for one of the large
arms makers 1o perform on Such 2
sophisticated piece of ordnance and
sesmingly impossible for a neophyts
company like AMC. As it developed,
ammunition working pressures were
established in the 40-50,000 CUP
range, well above the upper limils for

For these 1ests, ihe company bired
& staff of metallurgisis, engineers,
dralismen, ballisticians, toel and die
makers and just plain gun puts,
Bince the initial outlay 1o 100l up 1o
produce every part of the pistol was
prohibitive, both as 10 cost and tims
factors, warious vendors were con-
tracied to manufacture many of ths
paris, with assembly 10 be dene by
Auto Mag. There were many delays,
parity due to 1he failure of vendors 1o
meet delivary scheduies, Much of the
dulay was due to difficulties in
vmrkira%_ with the tough siainless
stesl. There were also the usval
problems common to the manuy-
facture of any new high-precision
item—parts out of print and small
design changes that were foung
necessary to facilitate manutacture
of the various Ccompongnts.
Heat-ireal problems arose, and much
trouble was experienced oblaining
correst springs.

Then, finally, in the sarly pant of
1971, the company bagan delivering
& handgun unlike any other ever
progduced — & beautiful  stain-
iess-slesl pistol weighing over 3%
pounds, that bespoke guality and
craftsmanship at a glance, This was

the end resuit of a vast expendi- 2

lure--ihe Pasadena Auto Mag. The
frame was manufactured from

17-4pH: the bolt ang entire barrel [

assembly from Carpenter 455. Mosl
small parts were also from 455 with a
few of 17-7 and 17-4, The pislol was
delivered in a black, Toam-lined,
plastic altache case complete with

Twe Avre Mogs in action of Lomost'’s
range: 8% -inch in foregronnd, 16-iach of
arear. Latter har hod baeeel lightened
by mifling flaes on both sides: exira fong
Barsels can sasily ger foo keaew Jor even
the heaviereeoiling A4 AME coreridpe.

Author's loading beach set up with separ-

ate Srar Progressive Reloads Yor ack AM
caliber: (44, .41, (351, (30 and .25, Quite
&0 I vesirtent,

stainless Allen wranches, special
lubricant and the finest instruction
manual ever 10 be included with a
commercial firearm.

Although 1he plece cost much
more 1o produce than 1he initiad
estimates had shown, those who had
ordered while the price was under
$200 received their Autoc Mags for
that price. Howewer, the retail price
was snon forced up to §275.

The Auto Mag Gorp. was making
and delivering guns, and had a fine
stalf with real intergst in the Aule

Mag's fulure, but the company was
nol progressing fast encugh 1o suil
the major financial backers. Lale
deliveries of a bew critical parts pul
delivery months behind—and garly in
1871, the investors pulled out. Aulo
Mag Corp. would have surdived werg
il not for the tate delivery of some of
the parts. Allhough the company had
aimost all the parts on hand lor 5000
?;%s, it becarme bankrupt In May of

At the bankruptcy auction, Tomas
D8 Company bought up most of the

Lomons holds Ho-fach 99 Aweo Meg, In
backgreund, fefi. on benck are many sew
Ante May bareels in provess of jflting, ay
well ay mumerous other Awte Mags wed
i his seats.




{Continued from page #81
parts and tooling and formad TDE
Corp. (Trust Deed Estates) with the
of mﬁfmﬁmam after
manufacturing the ing parts.
Many people that had paid for thelr
Auto Mag in full st ali in the
bankruptey. However, those that had
mada only a deposit had their maney
refunded as it had bsen placed in
escrow. Some il will stil axisis as a
rasull of that unfortunata situstion,
Tomas realized that revitalizing the
Avio Mag required someons that
underatood it well-—-and who knew it
batter than Harry Sanford? Tharelore,
Harry was hired to head TDE. Initiatly
TDE locaied in North Hallywood, but
soon required more space and was
moved to Ell Monte, its present
location. |
High Standard became Interested
in the Autc Mag and several hundred
from TDE with the
Hbﬁh Standard markings. Lea Juras,
founder of Super Vel and handgun
hunter extraordinaire, became inter-
ested and had 100 each made in 357
and .44 caliber marked with special
sarial numbers and dubbed "The
Jurras Cusiom 100 Series.” Ap-
proximately 50 more were manu-
factured in the .41 JMP {for “Jurras
Magnum Pistol”}. At approximately
this tima, Sanford and his pariner
purchased TDE from Tomas and
obtained thepatent rights.
The major change in the Auio Mag
since its inception has been from the

original "A" Series to the “B” Series.
An explanation of the dilierence
follows: First and most ohviouwsly,
the “A" Model serial numbers stant
with the prefix AD and the “B"
Models with the prefix B0, AO guns
with the "B"” Series boit are converied
A" Series guns.

The main difference is in the bolt,
A" Model bolls were initially manu-
tactured from Carpenter 455 and at a
Hockwell hardness of 44-48 RC. At El
Maonte, thay were changed to 17-4pH
{Carpenter Gustom 830) at an RC of

39-44, “B" Model bolts are fabricated

from Carpenter 158 al hardnass RC
55-58. Carpentar 158 Is nol stainlass,
but a highly shock - resistant  tool
steel.

All Auto Mag frames (0 date have
been of Invastmant-cast 17-d4pH; orig-
inaiiy the bresches were 455 at 45-52
BC. At El Monte, they were cha
lo 17-4pH hardened to 3944 RAC,
Mast modern repeating arms ulilize
bolts approximately 10 points RC
harder than the breeches o ald in
smoothensss, among other things,
Most of the "B” Modsl bolls, as
mentioned belare, are at 55-58 Rﬁ
Therefore, it can be seen that they
are around 10-15 poinis harder than
the breech which aids in smoothness
of operation.

The “A" Model bolt weighs ap-
proximataly 1820-1870 grains, de-
pending upon the amount they were

milled out on the boliom for carl-

ridge clearance. The “B" Model bolt
weighs roughly 2715 grains, which is
aweight increase of amund 50% over
the “A" Modeal.

The additional weight of the "B8"
bolt arises from the fact that it iz an
aimost “solid” boit. The ovesall
length of both bolls is the same al
approximately 4,298-4.300 inch. The
*A" Model bolt has a siot clear
through iR, measuring approximately
3.215 inches long and 0,325 inches
wide. The new “solid” bolt has a
groove, corresponding in looation to
the old slot, measuring approximate-
ly 0,328 inches wide and 0.135 inches
deep, This groove exiends through
the rear of the bolt.

In the “A™ Modet gun tha rotation
pin must be removed to free the bolt
&0 that it can De removed trom the
integral frame projection that it rides
through. The rotation pin in the *B”
Model is weided in with the central
portion then removed, leaving two
small lugs sticking out; one on each
gide of the inside of the projection,
Thase lugs engage the slots in the
bolt. The bolt musl be inserted first
from the tront of the projection. The
front stopped by the rotation ugs Bt
the rearmost portion of is travel.

Some of the last "B Modsl bolts
have had the hole for the mp!lw and

The Lomonts, father & sow, wearings
shonring fonr Aute Moaps.




of the rotation spring relocated 1o
increase the bolt rotation force at the
momeni of locking. Also some of the
“B" Model bolts require small modi-
fication of the diameder of the firing
pin.

Generally, the "B Modsl functicns
betier than the A" especially in the
44 AMP, This better funclioning
increases as the power of the load is
increased, Recoil and the jolt of the
kot stopping sometimes causes the
shells in the magazine 10 1ip up al he
pose and down at the base, causing
what | call "hit the sheil in the
middie” malfunction. This ocours
when the bolt closes belore the base
pf the shell is back in pick-up
position and is exemplified by a sheil
caught in the middle by the boitl,

The heavier “B” Medel bolt causes
the gun to work smoother and softer,
thereby, lessening this tendency.
Either model profits from the heavier
operating rod springs for the same
reason. Smoothness is {urther en-
hanced by the haeder boit explained
above. The "B” Model firing pin and
spring is completely protected from
dirt and oil accumuiation because it
is housed in the bolt and not oul in
the open riding through the rotation
pin as in the “A” Model This
decreases misiires due to dirt and ol
accumulation on the pin and spring.

Due to Ws increased weight, the
“B" hoit slams home harder and
fotates 1o lock better, especially with
adirty chamber. The models with the

Lomont is one of the aiggandly few hand-
loader/shooters whe have their very own
ballistics fabaratory set up. Here ke pre-
pares ta insert copper-crusker cylinder in
Ehelps-type universal presvore gun. Diker
pressure bareels pre eacked on che wall a1
Fear,

relocated rotation spring seem 10
wirk better then those without, but
results are not positive due 1o the
shont oxperimental time.

Becently, Carpenter Tool Steel Co,
has recommended that some bolis
irom the H-13 be tried as they are
supposedly tougher than the 158.
With luck, | will be testing some of
these as you fead this,

From the above, i1 can be seen thal
“A” Model guns can be converied 10
the “B" Mpdel by welding in the
rotation pin {onty ping of 17-14pH)
and removing the oormgct amount
from the center, and than fitling the
solid bolt. If necessary, the operating
rods can be changed and somatimes
the firing pin madified. Original Auto
Mags were fitted with operating rods

i
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Asthor shooting stendard §Y-inch 48 Awee
Mag, cerrving o spare BV -inck gun with
seope in shoubder. Custom shoulder rig
holds two upside-down magazives ready for
FRATINE WP

ol 200 ingh diametsr, weighing
approximately 360 graing per pair.
Around sertal numbar A0ES00. the
digmeter was reduced o 180 inch,
with weight reduced o 300 graing par
prair,

The "B" Model oifers functional
advantages in the .44 and 41 AMPs
with heavier bullets, but nol as
much, if any in the 357, .30, .25, and
22 calibers,

The advaniages of the Auilc Mag
over the revolver would be the
following: Faster repeat hits, greater
walocity and BOCUrRCY, inatant
changes o other calibers and bamel
lengths. The disadvaniages would be
greater cosi, less relability and
durability, loss of fired cases, small-
er load tolerance and curnently no
faciory ammo is available, Mow | lel’s
examing each of thesy 50 you, the
reager, Can make up Your own mind.
We will mainly be comparing the
Aute Mag 1o the Smith & Wesson and
Auger .44 Magnums.

When Ma-Na-Poerted, especially,
she Aute Mag offers faster repeal hits
than wilth the revolver, because of its
autoloading action. However, the
dilferance is very smali and generally
would be of no practical walpe lor
long-range work. At close range, the
Smith has a wery fast double-act-
jan-=the Ruger a poor third gven in
wary expengnced hands.

As & gensral rule, working velog-
ties with the same basrel lenglhs in
the Auto Mag are around 250 Ips




laster than wit@a the m Wﬁb
lighter bulleis, the gain & for of
the Auto Mag is grester and it
lessens as welght i moreesed. This
is due to both higher chamber
pressures and ihe absencs of 2
barrel feylindsr m Haavy working
foads in r with the 180-grain
bullet would wm approximately
1,550 fps, 1,625 fps, 1,890-1,750 fps
rmnm,ﬁmm B%-8% Inch
baresls | . Wtn 265 grain
bullels, veinsities “welt run about
1,100 ips, mmm ang 1,325 fps.
A5 a general rule, there is no
; difference batween tha 712 and 8-3/8
E inch barrel and often only 50 fps
§ - betwsen the §% and mm inch
i tubas. OF course, Individual guns
may show uywnm{psdmamnm
with the same barrel length. Bul, the
‘above figures | siand as averages
taken from over 555 A4 Magnums
ronographed,

chi
Heavy working amdn in the .44
Aute Mag would look like this: With
the 180-grain bullet—1,800 fps at 6%
inches; 2,200 fps at 8% inches; 2,050
fps at 10%% inches: 2,100 fps at 12%
inches; 2,200 Ips a1 16 inches. With
mmmn butiat, it would look like
this; 1,400 fps, 1,500 ips, 1,600 fps,
1,650 1ps and 1,700 fps respectively.
super loads in the Auto

m fps. This is very
hard on tha gun and for this reason
such foads are not practicat.

Notice that in the revolvers, there
iz very little reason to-go longer than
§15-7'% Inches for velocity anly. Of
sourse, if you find that you shool
batter with the fonger barrais, by all
mma-uiss tham. My favorite revolvar

is by tar the B-3/8-inch Smith. 44
Magnum with 250-grain bullets. The
Auto Mag of course, galns velacity
all the way up to 10% inches but
becomes impractical with the 12%
and 16-inch barrels. The faclory

manufactures 8%, 8% and 10%-inch
.hamls only, Of course, for special
applications like the Jurras Alaskan
Model with shoulder stock, the
12%-inch can be wlilized. My favorite
barrsl in the 44 Auto Mag is two
heavy custom barrels that | macde up
in nine-inch lengih, alhough the heavi-
" er tactory bamels in 10¥e-inch will
do nicely,

After having fired literally several
hundred thousand rounds at targets,
many using scoped 8 3/8 inch
Smith's and 7%-inch scoped Ruger's
with the .44 Magnum and very close
o 20,000 rounds using scoped Aulo
Mags in .44 Caliber, the resulls are

three 1o four inches at 100 yards.
- loads will stay under 2% all
. duy in tha uMP best loads will

s follows: Optimum loads In the .44 &
Magnum* wil consistently group in |

stay under two inches all day. Bath
the .44 Magnum and the .44 AMP will
occasionally tum @  one-inch
five-shol group, with the jatter doing
it more ofien,

Therelore, we may say that by
using the optimum loads, the Auto
Mag is approximately 50% more
aecurate than tha best revolvar. Also,
a graater range of buliet types and
joads will shoot more accurately
from the Auto Mag than from the
revolver. As a very crude gusasti-
mate. 1 would say that with all loads
and bullets, the Auto Mag would be
around two to three limes as accur-
gte a5 the revolver. Remember, this
is inherent mechanical accuracy, not
fleld accuracy. in the field, it takes an
exceptional shot o tell the ditference
betwean even 3 MOA and 6 MDA
ammo. | can't do so under fisld
conditions most of the tima, but it
will show up off the bench utlng
scoped guns.

mm it"s worth, the Auto Mag
can iba instantly s!mnm 1o other
aupm mmgh for the ﬂﬂm
shootar, A mmm
burns up lots 9’! ammunition should

own at isast two of each handgun

used reguiarly because all are sub-

Ject to parts

% breakage.
The initial cash outlay for the Auto

Mag is greater than the revolver.
Alsop, it is more expensive to shoot,

ally, the best buy In a Magnum
Handgun wouid have to be the Ruger
Super Blackhawk. 1t will run more

rounda than any other if its tendency
to shoot off the sjector rod housing
is discounted, and this doas not put-
itout of action, just makes reloading
slower.

The Buger is thersfora the most
durable magnum handgun, the Smith
& Wasson running & close sacond,
and the Auto Mag a very poof third.
An Auto Mag is definitely not rellable
enough to salely hunt dangerous
game uniess two very wall tunsd
puns are used in the hands of an
sxpert. Actually, | would never bef on
any one handgun and would always
carry a spare. Also, it makes sense
when hunting something dangarous
to smploy an experienced rilleman as
& back-up wheraver possible.

Currently there is no factory ammo
for the Aulo Mag. Ammo is being
supplied by saveral custom loaders
in the U.5, The price of this ammo ig
necessarily high, as there is a great
amount of time required to form the
Auto Mag brass from the .308 or

-30-06, Therefore, anyone uaing the
Mmﬂ!ﬁnwﬂi out of necassity, have
to become a handioader in shon
order. Also, the Aulc Mag, beinp
samil-aulomatic, loses more brass
than the revciver and this adds o
overall ammunition cost.

In summary, the Auto Mag olfers
greater velocity, flatler trajeciory,
and faster repeat shols than the
revolver. Il doss this & a great
sacrifice In durability and rellability
and a great |ncrease in expense.
Hewsaver, in the hands of an expert.
the Auto Mag will cutperform any
repealing handgun intheworid. @




The longer the barrel, the
greater the velocity is true
only to a point. Because
of this general understand-
ing, barrels of 8, 10 and
12 inches are appearing in
competitive handgun events
with the belief that length
gives the owner a bit of an
edge.

By Lee E. Jurras

B11’s been said, and | agres, that 44
whagnum full-charge loads shot from
a four-inch barrel are a handful.

Ruger, shown with 2° bbal. and sight 1°
iReremeREs.

Recoll is smart, o say the least, and
blast and Hash are viciops. Jump is
very substantiat, too, a good bit mors
than with the longer tubes. The anly

guy | know who can hold ihat muzzle

down consistently is ham-handed
Bill Jordan. But if you think the
four-inch is bad, friend, you ain't
seen nothin® yet unless you've tried
those full-bore factary loads in a
two-inct barrel, | have, and | know, It
all started when | received o phone
call asking me if I'd care 10 run
barrel-fgngth vs. velocity lests for
this book; | agreed {lor a fea} but
littie oid 1 realize just what | was
getting into.

It is generally understond that
handgun barrals of diffarent lengths
produce different velocities with the

same load. Until recent availabiiity of
the moderately priced chronograph it
was amazing fo meet and talk with
numerous pistoleros who thought
their favorite .44 Magnum produced
1450 fps with a 240 grain bullet,
regardiess of barrel length. Laugh i
you wani, bui it still amazes me
today the number of would-be pisto-
lerps, ncluding many professional
gun handlers, who still harbor the
same thought about i and maost
other cartridges.

The Super Vel Cartridge Corp. in
1967 was the first major ammo maker
i advertise wvelocities of standard
commercial loads, taken from indivi-
dual handguns in various barrel
fengths. This was foliowed a few
years later by Speer as they entered
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A Cusiomized Npw Model Ruger Super

Blackhawk wmade wp specially for the
axthordy Lin Trapper. Presented to Jurras
19 May 1977 av ¢ foken of appreciation
Jor the grear smouni of handponaing
promaotion he kas done over the past two
decades. Gun Ma-Na-Ported, finished in
pirror-beight blue, with hamemer and reig-
ger pold-plated, ejector red honsivg fin-
ished in sifver, |

the commerclial ammeo markel. The
axcelient No. 9 Speer loading manual
discusses this in generalities in
various calibers and loads. More
racantly, Remington anncunced it
wouid begin measuring velocities of
revalver cartridges in venied barrals
intanded o duplicate the barrai/cy-
linder gap inherent in all moedern
domestic sixgumns,

‘Whan these velocity differentials
became gengrally known to the
growing number of students of the
varipus phases of hand-gunnery,
many felt they had been rippad-off by
faise advertizing and claims. Nothing
eould be turther from the truth,

Stop and think for a moment;
wouldn't it seem feasible that major
ammo makers would have an estab-

o Oviginal Thompson/Center Conterder used

ax display pun, Engraved with gold inlays
inclading owner'’s inigials and Birck dare,

serial aumber, ormarely carved grips of

lished manner or standard for main-
taining quality centrol during the
manufaciuring process, as well as
astablizhed standards from which 1o
initiate research and developmant?

it {5 not within the scope of this
article to slaborate on these stand-
ards and specifications nor how they
ane maintained. 11 is fair to say thay
exist, and are satablished fo rigid
specifications by the Spording Arms
and Ammunition Manufscturers in-
stitute (S.A.AM.1). The aysiem may
not seem ithe best today, buf it
originated many years ago and has
served ws &l well, In a2 way, is
raaults are more comparative than
quantitive, if not truly repetitive of
performance in Individual guns, they
stilf allow comparison and svaluation
by the shooter, as well as conirol by
the manufacturers,

Briefly, let us siale that chamber
pressures and velocities are messur-
ed In fixed {ons-plece} bamels of
given tangth, for a particular calibar;
bore and groove diameter, thraat,
headspace and chamber dimansions
ara likewlse held o close inlerances,
closar than they are held in produc-
tion guns. Gonaeguantly, when veio-
cities are published they are usually
publishegd as taken from the
5.4 4.M L -specification  pressure
and welocity barels and become
what is known as ihe “standard of
the industey.” If no such standards

Muzzie Bash froen the rwosinch duvel
seax guife srratle, rovging Foas moderans
factoally less shan expecied) sp 5o e
tremendigs, slapared choad of nelrilay
Jhewe char exiended well spushde he
camera’s field. Sord Sesfes shoews were
produced by the Novma JSP foed, ffwazle
Jnsh provided the osly Burcestia o
these pletares, which were 2dot outdopes &
alomves fudl diar,

existed, there would e oo batls
gpan which 1o make any Inballigent
comparison o gholos,

Common senss must diciale; thal
if Harry Handgunner uses & rewdiver
that has s bamel 2 108 Incles sharier
than the “zlandard,” heving 8 gap
batwean cylindar and bharrel, and
possible a stiphlly lerger bore and
grogve dlamater, plus maybe &
longer throat, that he will probsdly
obiain a velocily somewhat less then
that “standard™ we spoka ol

To the more knowledgsabis sntfor
sxparienced handgunnay handivader
the abowe stalemenis are reasonably
understood and searn rafhor baslo. it
is also gensrally undecsiood among
this group that In bandguns, e
longer the bamel tha highar ihe
velocity. This is trus to 2 point—Dbae
only 10 & polnt. Becsuse OF IRa
general undergtanding, and with e
growing Interest bn hendgun hunting
and handgun malaiilc  aithoustis
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BARREL LENGTH vs VELOCITY

competition, barrels of 8, 10, and 12
inch length are arriving on the
handgun scene in increasing num-
pers, in the expectation that they will
give the owner a bit of an edge.

in actuality, the longer tube serves
a dual purpose o the handgun
specialist. Flrst, the longer barrel
offers an increased sight radius,
reducing sighting error owver the
ionger ranges. Secondly, when hand-
joaded with the proper propell-
ant/projectile combinations, i can
ofier 75-100 ips more welocily per
barrel ingh than certain commerciat
ipadings. During the past 1wo
months | have attended three metal-
lic sithouette matches, In discussing
ipads with various competitors in
both “production” and “unlimited”
classes a full 50 percent were using
lpads totally unsullable or at least
not the most efficient loads for their

H-110 and propeltants of comparable

long-barreled 44's, They wrongfully
assumed that because they had the
ionger barrels, they wers getting
more welocity, In some cases they
may well have bean getting fess, and
thus unwittingly handicappling them-
selves,

incidentally, this is not only trua of
handioads, but of some factory loads
as well. The .357 Magnum in
light-bullet loadings is a particular
pftender, often producing greater
velogity from a 6-8% inch barral than
from the classic 8-3/8 Inch lube.

Hangloading for high performance
and hunting will be dealt with in
another chapter, Briefly, let me state
that WW-231, Unique, and WW-B30
will generally “peak” in barrels of 8%
inches or less and are not the best
choice for long barrels or long-rangs
loadings, Stick with the WW-295 and

burning rates, 1o atfain Mmaximum
velogities in the longer barrels,

Again, it is bayond the scope of
thiz effort to compare all the sultable
propallant fprojectile  combinations
for sach barrel-langthfeelocity lasl.
The purpose of this article is in
develop a general guideline of velo-
ehtyfbarrai-dength combinations, from
readily avallable factory loadings of
the hunting type, as well 83 the medium
velocity, lead-bullet variely.

By wusing differamt guns with
differant barrel lengths to do a teg of
this type, the many varisbies in
manufacturing tolerances angé CoM-
pounded and gur-lo-gun warialions
would make the resulis rather ine

Ruger 5.8.4. with Dosglay premium 10"
bbl, Ruger finisk, 85 Chromium M by
Meralife Tndustrizs, shown with fesf one
and Clebler Med, 32 Chronassek,
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Ammunivion used in the test,

conclusive. Ta minimize these vari-
abias we have taken a single hand-
gun whose known bore dimansions
fall well within the accepied para-
meters of S.A.A.M. standards for
the .44 Magnum, To further minimize
these variables, all shois were fired
fram the same caliber, Ten rounds of
sach load were fired at each 1 inch
increment, starting with the 10 inch
barel,

In conciusion, 1"l state, 've found
ihe .44 Magnum a pleasure to shoot
in 8% inch to 10 inch barrels, But it's

g real bear, to say the least, with

factory 240°s from the snub-nose
varsion. |

!

Eumiing fvpe. a well uy the
sty lead-bullet varieny.

Nothing worthwhile s without
cost, 50 we decided to sacrifice the
1-tnch custom barrel on one of my
Auger Super Biackhawk .44 Mag-
nums; its barrels had besn carsfully
checked and found to ba within
SAAMI test-barre!  specifications.
Teat procedurs was esiebitshed re-
quiring 10 rounds of each make of
ammunition 1o be lested for velocily
fravm the full 10-inch barrel; 1he tesia
then to be repeated after sawing off
the barrel to 8 inches; again at 8
inches, and 7, 6 5, 4, 3, and 2
inches. This Involved a lot of
shooting—at feast 310 rounds
—which developed Into much more
when soma strings had fo be re-shot
because of muzzls blast friggering

| and shooting

iee Jurves develops a general puideline of
welocity Barrel-leapth combinetions from
readily avatleble fociery Ioadiags of the

mrediin el

Ruper 5.8, 8. with Douglas preslue: grode
M bk, 3% Ohroenivm M Ssigh Sy
Metalife Industrier. Chehler Biodl. 72
Chronevack awd Gebler Mod 67 $emmoren
in backpround,

the chronograph befors the Bulist
reached the soreens, To avoid this, a
hoavy ballies was insinlilod bDabwsan
the gun and the sten streen sonlain-
ing & 1% Inch x 3 inch hole; dming
3 had ihen {0 be done
through the hole in the balflls, Thon

there was the matier of hacaawing
£ an inch off the bams! and trusing up
the muzzie elght times. The fired test

seriex could be aimsd wiih the
original front sight, but Swmefier,
re-instaliation of the sigh! wes
necessary to avold the possibilily of
& pooriy-direcind bulis! wrecking an
expensiva Oolher Model 51 Sky-
poreen and stopping the iesis.
Drifiing and tapping the berrad after
aach cuiolf was out of the cusstion
80 warious  adheslves  were
trisd—wih the resull thal cone of
them, not even cyanoacrylale “super
glues” would hold against the blg
Ad's recoll. Mo matier how wall
“plusd” in place, the Iront sight
poppad off, and at the shorer barel
fangths, was thrown 15 {0 30 fest
{really) into the alr. Svendaaliv | just
gave up and simply sat the front
sight on the barrel for aiming, then
pickad il up off the ground bahind me
affer sach shot.

{ve shot lots of .44 Magrurns, over
5,000 full-charga loads 2t vermints
alone doring the past yeer. Facoll
gnd blast have never bolberad me,
even  when functiondiring  d-inch
. gung as fas! a= possidie .

&







